Vermont Department of Education

DOE Weekly Field Memo — July 28, 2010

From the Vermont Department of Education:
® Educator Reporting Requirements and Access to Child and Adult Abuse Registries
2010 NECAP Test Administration Window
NECAP Test Administration Workshops
Test Accommodations for Grade 11 Students
NECAP Science Results Information
Webinar: Vermont Special Education Rules and Forms Training
Post-secondary Transition Training: Indicator 13 Checklist (Annual Performance Report)
Free & Reduced Price Meal Applications and Materials for 2010 — 2011
New School Food Service Managers Training
Vermont Joins 31 Other States in Applying for Federal Assessment Grant
National Science Concepts Open for Review
SAVE THE DATES: October 21 and 22 VT School Nutrition Association Fall Conference

From the Agency of Human Services:
® Reminder: Designing a New Model for Integrated Family Services

Educator Reporting Requirements and Access to Child and Adult Abuse Registries

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Headmasters

View this memo from Commissioner Vilaseca reminding administrators of the duties of educators to
report abuse and neglect of children and vulnerable adults, and to report educator misconduct that could
result in suspension or revocation of educator licenses. Also included is information about gaining access
to the child and adult abuse registries maintained within the Agency of Human Services for the purposes
of your employment searches. View the memo at:
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/mainpubs.html#reporting_requirements.

Contact: Mark Oettinger, General Counsel, at (802) 828-3135 or mark.oettinger@state.vt.us

2010 NECAP Test Administration Window

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Curriculum Coordinators, Teachers

The administration window for this year's New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP)
Reading, Writing and Mathematics tests is October 1-22, 2010. All Vermont students in grades 3 through
8 and 11, including publicly funded students attending private independent schools, should participate
unless a student qualifies for alternate assessment or an exemption for medical reasons, family
emergency or personal crisis. Each school is responsible for creating its own testing schedule but should
consider religious holidays and/or local events that may impact students’ ability to participate. Schools
should plan make-up test sessions toward the end of the administration window for students who miss
testing for any reason. Please have all assessment materials packed and ready for UPS pick-up on
Monday, October 25 at 8:00 a.m. Visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum/mathematics.htmi#window.

Note: For planning purposes, please note that the NECAP Science Test administration for grades 4, 8,
and11 will be May 9-26, 2011 with materials picked up on Friday, May 27, 2011.

Contact: Mary Ann Minardo, Assessment Consultant, (802) 828-5410 or maryann.minardo@state.vt.us

NECAP Test Administration Workshops

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Curriculum Coordinators

Two half-day, face-to-face workshops for building test coordinators will be offered in September. The
workshop will provide the details associated with the administration of the grades 3 through 8 and 11
NECAP tests. You will also be provided with updates and given an opportunity to ask questions. Dates,
times, locations, and registration instructions for the test administration workshops can be found at:
Colchester (Sept. 16): http://education.vermont.gov/new/htmi/dept/calendar.html#colchester

Killington (Sept. 17): http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#killington

Contact: Mary Ann Minardo, Assessment Consultant, (802) 828-5410 or maryann.minardo@state.vt.us
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Vermont Department of Education

Test Accommodations for Grade 11 Students

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Curriculum Coordinators, Special Educators

The NECAP states (NH, VT, and RI) are continuing research and development work with Nimble
Assessment Systems and Measured Progress to incorporate the use of the accessible computer-based
test system (NimbleTools) into the fall 2010 NECAP testing for Grade 11 students in the content areas of
Reading and Mathematics. Spring science testing using these online accommodation tools went very well
in most places. As schools have stepped forward to try these new online tools, we’ve learned a great deal
that is helping to prepare us all for the future of online assessment. This will be the third year that high
schools will be using the tool (NimbleTools was previously used with the spring NECAP science testing in
2009 and 2010). If you are interested in allowing students in your school to use Nimble Tools to take the
Grade 11 Mathematics or Reading NECAP Assessments, your school technology coordinator and test
administrator MUST attend a mandatory training session. This session will be offered at the Capitol
Plaza Hotel in Montpelier from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 31. Visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/htmi/dept/calendar.html#nimble for more information.

Contact: Mary Ann Minardo, Assessment Consultant, (802) 828-5410 or maryann.minardo@state.vt.us

NECAP Science Results Information

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Curriculum Coordinators, Science Department Chairs
Release of results from the May 2010 administration of the NECAP Science test at grades 4, 8, & 11 will
begin on September 15, 2010. A memo with further information on the release schedule, your school’s
password, and instructions for accessing results will be sent to schools in August. Science results will be
released through the NECAP Analysis and Reporting System. The system includes an interactive
component which allows school and district users to sort and filter data on a variety of reports and a
feature which allows individual teacher accounts to be created. The Department and Measured Progress
will be offering a series of Science Reporting Workshops which will provide an overview of the different
types of Science reports and a detailed demonstration of the NECAP Analysis and Reporting System. To
register online, choose one of the following locations or dates:

Colchester (Sept. 16) [http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#workshop_colchester];

Killington (Sept. 17) [MpﬂmMaﬂmALeLmonLganﬂumlmlMEpﬂcaLandathmJ#Mmkshap_kﬂhngmn]
Montpelier (Sept. 20) [hitp: kshap _mantpelier]

St. Johnsbury (Sept. 20) [Mp.ﬂecMaimmetmxngoMm&thdeepﬂcal&ndathml#AmLkshop_sqay]
West Dover (Sept. 22) [hitp://education vermont gov/new/html/dept/calendar html#warkshop wdaver]
Contact: Mary Ann Minardo, Assessment Consultant, (802) 828-5410 or maryann minardo@state vt us

Webinar: Vermont Special Education Rules and Forms Training

Audience: Vermont Special Education Administrators, Special Educators and Parents
August 17, 2010 at 9 a.m. This interactive Webinar will go over the Vermont special education rule
changes as well as changes to the IEP forms. To register click below:

hitp-//leducation vermaont gov/new/html/dept/calendar html#rules.
Contact: John Spinney, Vermont Department of Education, (802) 828-5127 or john spinney@state vt us

Post-secondary Transition Training: Indicator 13 Checklist (Annual Performance Report)
Audience: Special Education Administrators, high school special education staff from each of the
10 supervisory unions who are participating in the compliance monitoring process this year (this
is a mandatory training for these staff). Additionally any high school special educators and
special education administrators and parents are welcome.

VTDOE is sponsoring a post-secondary transition training on September 13, 2010 at the Capitol Plaza in
Montpelier. Participants will be trained on how to write compliant transition plans in accordance with the
indicator 13 checklist as required in the Annual Performance Report. Indicator 13 is part of the Annual
Performance Report (APR) and is a compliance indicator in the State Performance Plan (SPP). I-13 looks
at the number of students (16 or older) who are on IEPs and have measurable post-secondary goals
based upon transition assessments, and have annual IEP transition goals along with supporting transition
services and courses of study. For more information and to register visit

bitp-//leducation vermant gov/new/html/dept/calendar html#indicatar.
Contact: John Spinney, Vermont Department of Education, (802) 828-5127 or john spinney@state vt us
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Vermont Department of Education

Free & Reduced Price Meal Applications and Materials for 2010 — 2011

Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Business Managers, Independent Schools, Application
Approval and Verification Officials

The free and reduced price meal applications and materials for School Year 2010 - 2011 have been
posted on the Child Nutrition Web page. Please note that Health & Human Services & USDA have not
published new income eligibility guidelines for the 2010-2011 school year, therefore the guidelines for
2009-2010 will remain in effect and must be used to approve applications until the new ones are
released. Applications approved for the new school year are valid for the entire school year and will not
need to be reapproved or re-evaluated with the 2010-2011 guidelines when they are released. Please
note that no guidelines are printed on the applications or household letters this year. Visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_nutrition/school_nutrition/program_info.html#current.
Contact: Laurie Colgan, Director, Child Nutrition Programs, at (802) 828-5153 or
laurie.colgan@state.vt.us

Training Scheduled for New School Food Service Managers

Audience: Principals, Superintendents, Business Managers, Food Service Managers & Directors
The School Nutrition Programs training session for new school food service program managers, New to
You, School Food Service Management, is being held Monday through Wednesday, August o through
11™ at Spaulding High School in Barre. This class is being presented along with many other workshops
and training sessions for school food service staff during the week-long Child Nutrition Summer
Institute, August 9" — August 13". For detailed course information and registration, visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/htmi/dept/calendar.htmi#nutrition.

Contact: Cheryl Barrows, Administrative Assistant, Child Nutrition Programs, at (802) 828-2447 or
cheryl.barrows@state.vt.us

Vermont Joins 31 Other States in Applying for Federal Assessment Grant

Audience: All

Vermont has signed on as a governing state for the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium
(SBAC) of 31 states. SBAC submitted one of two applications for the Race to the Top assessment grant
from the U.S. Department of Education, proposals that will determine a new generation assessment
system designed to measure student performance on the Common Core State Standards in 2014. View
the department's press release. For more information, visit
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum.html#sbac.

Contact: Michael Hock, Assessment Director, at (802) 3115 or michael.hock@state.vt.us

National Science Concepts Open for Review

Audience: Superintendents, Curriculum Coordinators, Principals, Science Teachers

On July 12 The National Academy of Science and the National Research Council (NRC) released the first
draft of a national science conceptual framework for public review. This document will be the basis for the
development of national science standards called “Next Generation Science Standards,” to be completed
during 2011 by the ACHIEVE organization. Vermont science coordinators met with other New England
science coordinators in Bedford, MA, recently to review this document. At this time—and in a very small
window of time—there is an opportunity for others to provide public feedback on the document at the
following Web site:

http://www7.nationalacademies.org/bose/Standards_Framework Public Draft Cover Letter.html.
Contact: Gail Hall at (802) 828-0156 or gail.hall@state.vt.us; or Kathy Renfrew at (802) 828-6561 or
kathy.renfrew@state.vt.us, science coordinators at the Department of Education

SAVE THE DATES: October 21 and 22 Vermont School Nutrition Association Fall Conference
Audience: Principals, Food Service Managers, Business Managers, Superintendents, Nurses,
Wellness Coordinators, School Board Members

You don’t have to be in School Food Service to enjoy the Vermont School Nutrition Association
Conference and Food Vendor Show October 21 and 22nd at the Double Tree Conference Center in
South Burlington. Please join us for SNA’s new and improved annual conference that has expanded to
two days. You don’t have to be a member to be part of the excitement, while learning new skills and ideas
alongside colleagues and other professionals.

For more information contact: Abbie Nelson at abbienelson@comcast.net
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Vermont Department of Education

From the Agency of Human Services:

Reminder: Designing a New Model for Integrated Family Services

Audience: Special Education Directors, Superintendents, Principals, Early Education
Professionals, Local Interagency Team Contacts

An invitation will be distributed by July 9, 2010 to all Agency of Human Services (AHS) and Local
Interagency Team regions. The invitation is to participate in the design of a new model that combines
several existing programs and child and family funding streams. The goal is to integrate AHS children’s
services efforts to create flexible packages of support and treatment for families based on diagnostic and
functional needs of the family, child, and youth. Phase | will involve program design, Phase Il regional
implementation of a standardized statewide program and phase Ill statewide implementation.

We are asking for a local commitment of leadership and willingness to rethink the service delivery
approach to design a program that will be implemented statewide. Each interested region will commit staff
for participation in regional or statewide meetings. Direct involvement of the Field Director, Children’s
Mental Health Director, LIT Director, Family Service Director, DS Director, youth and adult substance
abuse providers, family representation and local education agencies will be requested.

The invitation, along with additional Challenges for Change information, can be found at:
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/challenges-for-change.

Weekly Field Memo is Online!

The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or
jill.remick@state.vt.us.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at:
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html.

Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135

NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO
NOT reply to this message.

This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-

communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still
be sent.
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